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those interested in nature to walk and talk about issues if they want to whilst ‘the
writing group’ allows people to share writing about personal experiences.
A particular strength of this book is the involvement of so many people who have
used, or still use, mental health services in the writing of it. This means that the
material is personal, powerful and accessible. The standpoint of the book is one of
inclusivity and accessibility. As well as defining and presenting information,
inequalities (in both service provision and responses to individual service users) and
ways of trying to rebalance power between professionals and service users are
considered throughout. An example of this is that the author does not use the usual
Harvard referencing style found in many books and academic texts. He points out that
traditional referencing and the ‘research paper style of writing’ can be unreadable and
he wishes to work towards the ‘democratisation of knowledge’. Instead, full references
are included at the end so that readers can follow these up as they wish.
Although the book is not specifically aimed at social workers, the information
provided is easily transferable. This book is a welcome addition and is an enormously
useful book for social work students. It provides an invaluable understanding of new
ways to think about, set up, and work with groups, which not only provides practical
knowledge but also makes thought-provoking and interesting philosophical points
about the nature of mental health in our society.
q 2011 RACHEL HEK
University of Birmingham
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Rethinking Social Work in a Global World
GAI HARRISON & ROSE MELVILLE
Basingstoke, Palgrave Macmillan, 2010
195 pp., ISBN: 978 0 230 20135 4 (AU$64)
This book, as described on its back cover, ‘critically examines the relationship between
the global and the local in light of a range of social issues and shows how such analysis
can assist in improving social work practice’. This ambitious aim is, for the most part,
successfully achieved by the authors who provide a comprehensive text highly suitable
to the Australian context as well as other settings. The book is aimed at practitioners,
students and academics across disciplines of social work, welfare, policy, and
community work, and comprises an up-to-date and wide-ranging text for both
undergraduate and postgraduate students. In reading and reviewing the book, I drew
on my experience of teaching a fourth year social work unit entitled ‘Working in
Uncertainty’, for which this book is now a strong contender as the central text.
So, what does the book cover, and what is there to like about it? To begin, the
authors provide an engaging discussion of globalisation as a contested term and
present a range of theories that explore how globalisation positions people in a
Reviews 877
D
ow
nl
oa
de
d 
by
 [D
ea
kin
 U
niv
ers
ity
 L
ibr
ary
] a
t 2
0:4
3 0
4 S
ep
tem
be
r 2
01
3 
multiplicity of ways. They go on to link globalisation with postcolonial perspectives
that seek to decentre colonialist narratives and acknowledge the ongoing impacts of
colonisation; this is an important perspective for social workers to engage with. I did,
however, wonder if the authors might have included references to indigenous writers
on this topic (see, for example, Arbon, 2008; Green and Baldry, 2008). Chapters on
global economies and poverty; immigration and people movement; women’s lives and
global concerns; the environment and sustainable development; new information and
communication technologies; and mental health all highlight the interconnectedness
of the global and the local and how critical engagement with these interconnections
can inform social work practice. Human rights frameworks as a basis for local–global
practice are also discussed.
Throughout the book, the authors make a concerted effort to remain ‘balanced’ in
their discussion, providing arguments from numerous perspectives on key issues. This
is refreshing, for the most part, and encourages readers to engage critically in debates
around, for example, whether the power of the nation state is eroding as globalisation
escalates, the oppressive or liberating nature of new informational and
communication technologies, and the place of cultural relativism within human
rights frameworks.
Each chapter ends with a section on how social work might respond to the issues
raised in ways that acknowledge the local–global interface. This is enhanced by the
provision of thoughtful questions at the end of each chapter to encourage readers to
make links between their own local context and global trends and issues. In the final
chapter, ‘case studies’, contributed by final year social work students to illustrate
global– local connections observed and experienced on their field placements, are
illustrative and could possibly have been placed throughout the text. Overall,
I recommend the book particularly to final year students and to all who want to better
understand the links between the local and the global in our work with people in a
rapidly changing world.
q 2011 SELMA MACFARLANE
Deakin University
DOI: 10.1080/02615479.2010.542054
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